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This invention relates to support devices, and 
more particularly to a device for suspending large 
pipe fittings and sections of tubing and for sup- 
porting the pipe fittings and tubing in proper po- 
sition for welding or simflar operations. 
A main object of the invention is to provide a 
novel and Lmproved supporting device for holding 
pipe fittings or pipe sections in position for weld- 
ing or simflar operations, the improved support- 
ing device being simple in construction, involving 
only a few parts, and providing a substantial 
saving in rime and labor in supporting pipe fit- 
tings and sections of tubing in proper position 
for welding and for simflar operations. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 
an improved supporting device for holding large 
pipe fittings and similar tubular sections in proper 
position for welding or for simflar operations 
thereon, the improved device being inexpensive 
to construct, being durable in construction, and 
providing a sure and stable grip on the pipe 
fitting or tubular section held thereby. 
Further objects and advantages of the inven- 
tion wfll become apparent from the following de- 
scription and claires, and from the accompany- 
ing drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view showing an 
Lmproved supporting device according to the pres- 
ent invention employed to support a curved tubu- 
lar section; 
Figure 2 is a top view of the supporting device 
of the present invention as employed in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a front end elevational view of the 
supporting device of Figures 1 and 2; 
Figure 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail 
view taken on line 44 of Figure 3. 
Referring to the drawings, the supporting de- 
vice is designated generally af ! I, and comprises 
a first link bar 12 which is generally rectangular 
in shape and which is formed at its lower por- 
tion with a vertical slot I.. The bar 12 is formed 
with an upwardly facing notch 14 af ifs top end, 
and welded to the top margin of the bar 12 
across said notch 14 is a cylindrical bar 15 on 
which is pivotally engaged a second link bar 16. 
As shown in Figures 3 and 4, the lower portion 
of the link bar 16 is received in the notch 14, 
whereby the bar 16 may pivot freely on the cylin- 
drical rod 15. The upper portion of the bar 16 
is formed with an aperture 17 adapted to receive 
the hook 16 of a hoist or similar weight-lifting 
and supporting machine. 
Designated af 19 is a fiat, arcuate bar member 
extending through the slot I-. Welded trans- 
versely across the bar member 12 af the upper 
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left end of slot 13, as viewed in Figures 1 and 4, 
is a section of square bar stock 20 arranged so 
that one corner thereof is directed downwardly 
and is adapted to engage the top edge of the 
5 areuate bar 19. Welded fo the side edge of bar 
12 below the squared section 20 is a hexagonal 
nut 21 through which is engaged an element or 
bolt 22. When the bolt 22 is tightened, saïd bolt 
clampingly engages the arcuate bar 19 and secure- 
10 ly locks said arcuate bar against movement rela- 
tive to the supporting bar member 12. The lower 
end of the bar 19 is formed with a downwardly 
facing notch 23 having a relatively long, inner 
leg 24 and a relatively short, outer leg 25. Welded 
15 to the outer leg 25 is a hexagonal nut 26 in which 
is threadedly engaged a bolt 27. As shown in 
Figure 1, the outer portion of the top rira of a 
curved section of tubing 28 may be engaged in the 
notch 23 and may be clamped against the arm 
20 24 by tightening the bolt 27. 
In using the device, both bolts 22 and 27 are 
initially loosened and the lower end of the. bar 
19 is engaged on the outer top rim portion of the 
tubular section 28 fo be suspended. The bolt 27 
25 is then tightened. The upper portion of the arcu- 
are bar 19 is, of course, engaged in the slot 13, 
and when lifting force is applied fo the hook 15, 
the bar 19 is engaged by the bottom corner of 
t, he gripping section 2{} as the load is elevated 
30 by hook 18. The position of the tubular section 
28 may be adjusted to a desired orientation, after 
which the bolt 22 is tightened, thereby clamping 
the bar 19 relative to the bar member 12. The 
section of tubing 26 may then be elevated into 
35 position for welding or other operations, t'he de- 
vice 11 serving to maintain the pipe fitting 28 or 
tubular section in its adjusted position relative 
to the section of tubing or other object fo which 
if is to be welded. 
40 After the welding or other operation has been 
completed, the supporting device may be disen- 
gaged from the section of tubing 28 by loosening 
the bolt 27, allowing the top edge of the tubing fo 
be disengaged from the notch 23. 
45 Whfle a specific embodiment of an improved 
supporting device for holding pipe flttings or sec- 
tions of tubing in posit2on for welding or other 
operations thereon has been disclosed in the fore- 
50 going description, if wfll be understood that vari- 
ous modifications within the spirit of the inven- 
tion may occur to those skflled in the art. There- 
fore, i is intended that no ]imitations be placed 
on the invention except as defined by the scope 
5 of the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
I. A supporting device fol" pipe fittings and the 
like comprising a link bar, said link bar being 
formed with a vertical slot, an arcuate bar ruera- 
ber extending through said slot, pipe-gripping 
means on the lower end of said arcuate bar mem- 
ber, a depending anchoring element secured 
transversely on the link bar ai the top end of said 
slot on .the side.ofsaidlink bar opposite the lower 
end of said arcuate bar member, said anchoring 
element being arranged to gripping]y engage the 
top edge of said arcuate bar member responsive 
to the application of a load fo :the lower end of 
said arcuate bar member and an element cat;ried 
by said link bar and arranged fo clampingly en- 
gage said arcuate bar member. 
2. A supporting de.ce for holding pipe fittings 
and the like in position for welding comprising 
a link bar, said link bar being formed with a ver- 
tical slot, an arcuate bar member extending 
thr0ugh said s]ot, pipe-gripping means on the 
lowerend of said arcuate bar member, a depend- 
ing anchoring element secured ttansverse]y on 
.the !ink bar .ai .the top end of said slot on the 
side of ,said link ,bar 0pposite the lower end of 
said.arcuae bar member, said a.nchoring element 
,being arranged to grippingly engage the top .edge 
-of)saidarcnate-bar member responsive to the 
plication of a toad fo the lower end of said arcuate 
,br member, and-a clamping screw threadedly 
ngaged with said link bar-and arranged to 
.clamping]y engage said arcuate .bar member. 
. A suppor.ting device for holding pipe fittigs 
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in position for welding comprising a first link bar, 
said link bar being formed with a vertical slot, an 
arcuate bar member extending through said slot, 
said arcuate bar member being formed with a 
5 notch ai its lower end, a clamping screw tbxeaded 
through one wall of said notch and arranged to 
grip the wall of a pipe fitting inserted in said 
notch, a clamping screw threadedly engaged with 
said link bar and arranged to clampingly engage 
lO said arcuate bar member, a dependinganchoring 
element secured transversely on the link bar ai 
the top end of said slot on the side of said link 
bar opposite the lower end of said arcuate bar 
member, said anchoring element being arranged 
15 fo grippingly engage the top edge of said arcuate 
bar member responsive to the application of a 
load fo the lower end of said arcuate bar mem- 
ber, and a second link bar hinged fo the top end 
of said-first link bar, said second link bar being 
2O formed ai its upper portion with an aperture 
adapted to receive a lifting means. 
LEE W. MAI%SHALL. 
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